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Massive Beirut blast kills dozens and injures 
thousands

Residents of Beirut awoke to a scene of utter devastation on Wednesday, a day after a 
massive explosion at the port sent shock waves across the Lebanese capital, killing 
dozens of people and wounding thousands. Smoke was still rising from the port, where 
towering grain silos had been shattered. Major downtown streets were littered with 
debris and damaged vehicles, and building facades were blown out. At hospitals across 
the city people had been waiting all night for news of loved ones who had gone missing 
or were wounded. Others posted requests for help online. An official with the Lebanese 
Red Cross said at least 100 people were killed and more than 4,000 were wounded. 
The official, George Kettaneh, said the toll could rise further. It was unclear what 
caused the blast, which appeared to have been triggered by a fire and struck with the 
force of an earthquake. It was the most powerful explosion ever seen in the city, which 
was on the front lines of the 1975-1990 civil war and has endured conflicts with 
neighbouring Israel and periodic bombings and terror attacks.

Japan Times, August 5, 2020
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Open thy doors, O Lebanon, that the fire may devour thy cedars. Howl, fir tree; for the cedar is 
fallen; because the mighty are spoiled: howl, O ye oaks of Bashan; for the forest of the vintage is 
come down. We are witnessing the collapse of Lebanon – this explosion is just part of the story…

BIBLE
QUOTE

(Zechariah 11:1-2)

Shock and horror was surely how we felt as we saw the huge explosion rip through the 
capital city of Lebanon. Within seconds over 100 people had died, thousands were 
injured and hundreds thousands made homeless. It is incredible to see how quickly 
lives can be turned upside down. The Bible talks about Lebanon in the context of the 
last days. We know Zechariah 12 very well as it tells us about people and nations being 
gathered to Jerusalem to battle. The previous chapter however speaks of fire coming 
on Lebanon. It is a fire that devours their cedars. The cedar tree is Lebanon’s national 
emblem – God is telling us Lebanon’s power and wealth will be burned up at the end…



Beirut blast could not have come at a worse time for 
Lebanon

The blast, which also levelled huge swaths of Beirut and displaced 300,000 people, 
couldn't come at a worse moment. In the past year, a breakdown in the country's 
banking system and skyrocketing inflation had triggered mass protests. Even before the 
Covid-19 pandemic hit, the World Bank projected that 45% of people in Lebanon would 
be below the poverty line in 2020. "It's an economic crisis, a financial crisis, a political 
crisis, a health crisis and now this horrible explosion," said Tamara Alrifai, spokesperson 
at the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East. The economic situation in Lebanon was grim before the explosion. The 
International Monetary Fund last forecast that Lebanon's economy — beset by soaring 
food prices, a collapsing currency and Covid-19 — would contract by 12% this 
year. "The country is steeped in an economic, financial and social crisis, which very 
weak institutions ... appear unable to address," Moody's said in a statement. 

The National, August 5, 2020
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Open your doors, Lebanon, so that fire may devour your cedar forests. Weep, you cypress trees, 
for all the ruined cedars; the most majestic ones have fallen. Weep, you oaks of Bashan, for the 
thick forests have been cut down. Listen to the wailing of the shepherds, for their rich pastures 
are destroyed.

BIBLE
QUOTE

(Zechariah 11:1-3)

As the French President said on a visit to Lebanon this week – this explosion is 
symbolic of what is happening across Lebanon. Lebanon is wracked by corruption, 
crime, COVID19 is out of control, financial crisis, collapsing currency and soaring 
inflation. The country is in meltdown. Not only that but there is tension with Israel and 
Hezbollah (based in Lebanon) and war drums are beating in that regard as well. 
Lebanon is a puppet state controlled by its Iranian masters through Hezbollah – who 
seek to destroy Israel. In Zechariah 11 we read that shepherds of Lebanon are howling 
for their rich pastures are destroyed. The rulers are wailing as the country collapses.



Hezbollah apparently planned to use the ammonium nitrate stockpile that caused a 
massive bast at Beirut’s port this week against Israel in a “Third Lebanon War,” according 
to an unsourced assessment publicized on Israel’s Channel 13 Friday night. Israel has 
not formally alleged that Hezbollah was connected to the Tuesday blast. Ammonium 
nitrate is used in the manufacture of explosives and is also an ingredient in making 
fertilizer. It has been blamed for massive industrial accidents in the past, and was also a 
main ingredient in a bomb that destroyed a federal building in Oklahoma City in 1995. 
Last year, reports in Israel claimed that the Mossad had tipped off European intelligence 
agencies about Hezbollah storing caches of ammonium nitrate for use in bombs in 
London, Cyprus and elsewhere. The Channel 13 report noted that “the material that 
exploded in the port is not new to Nasrallah and Hezbollah.”

The Times of Israel, August 8, 2020
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2750 tons of ammonium nitrate was off loaded by a Russian ship back in 2013. It has 
sat at the Lebanon port since then – this week it exploded. Although it can be used for 
fertilizer there is little doubt it was intended for bomb use at some point. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu spoke to the UN General Assembly in 2018, and he 
accused Hezbollah of storing missiles and other weapons in civilian areas. The prime 
minister alleged that one such site was “on the water’s edge” in Beirut. The Hezbollah 
leader Nasrallah, in a 2016 speech, threatened to fire missiles at an Israeli ammonia 
storage tank in the northern port city of Haifa. “Lebanon has a ‘nuclear bomb’ today,” 
Nasrallah said in the speech. Hezbollah is based in Tyre – a city just south of Beirut. 
Psalm 83 says that ”the inhabitants of Tyre” will seek to destroy Israel – but will fail.

Israel TV: Hezbollah apparently wanted Beirut’s 
ammonium nitrate for Israel war

They have said, Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation; that the name of Israel may be 
no more in remembrance. For they have consulted together with one consent: they are confederate 
against thee: The tabernacles of Edom, and the Ishmaelites; of Moab, and the Hagarenes; Gebal, 
and Ammon, and Amalek; the Philistines with the inhabitants of Tyre; (Psalm 83:4-7) 



Israel shoots down drone near Lebanon border

AL Monitor, August 7, 2020
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If Zechariah 11 and 12 are in chronological order (which they might be) – it means that 
first of all we see the collapse of Lebanon (surely underway now) which in turn leads to 
Zechariah 12 happening. Zechariah 12 up to verse 9 is telling us about an initial inner 
ring war of “nearby” or “surrounding” people who attack Israel but are destroyed 
themselves in the process. It is worth noting that in verse 1-8 the word “people” is used 
5 times – this word means “kindred” or “kinsmen”. The word “nation” is not used. This is 
because the “nearby” people or people “round about” are peoples / tribes / kinsmen.
This is the Psalm 83 conflict. Lebanon, Jordan, Syria, Palestinians, Hamas, Hezbollah 
all join forces to attack Israel. But they come to an end – after this is the Gogian war…

Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they shall 
be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem. And in that day will I make Jerusalem 
a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, 
though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it. (Zechariah 12:2-3)

Amid heightened tensions with Lebanon’s Hezbollah, Israel’s military says it shot down 
a small drone that crossed into Israeli airspace overnight in the Golan Heights. “Last 
night, [Israel Defense Forces] troops identified, monitored, & downed a drone which 
infiltrated into northern Israel along the Blue Line. We are searching the area,” the IDF 
said on Twitter today, referring to the United Nations-recognized border between Israel 
and Lebanon. “The IDF continues to maintain a high level of readiness to defend 
Israel's northern border from any threat.” Earlier in the day Thursday, a false alarm 
prompted air raid sirens near the border with Lebanon in northern Israel. The Israeli 
military is bracing for reprisals from the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah, which said it 
would avenge an airstrike near Damascus that killed one of its senior operatives July 
20. Following the strike, which has been widely attributed to Israel, the IDF sent 
additional firepower to its northern border



It was reported in the Lebanese newspaper Al-Akhbar, widely considered a pro-
Hezbollah and pro-March 8th alliance (pro-Syrian government) outlet, that Hamas and 
other terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip had informed the Egyptian mediator that 
the period of calm on the border with Israel would come to an end soon. The report 
came amid rising tensions between Israel and Hamas following a string of incendiary 
balloon launching and Israeli reprisal attacks in recent days. IDF fighter jets attacked a 
Hamas underground infrastructure in the northern Gaza Strip late Thursday, the IDF 
Spokesperson confirmed. The attack was in response to several incendiary balloon 
launches from Gaza into Israeli territory on that day. Earlier on Thursday, after nearly six 
months without incendiary balloons, five fires broke out in the Gaza border communities. 
At least three of them were caused by incendiary balloons.  "The State of Israel will not 
accept any violation of sovereignty and harm to the residents of the south," said Alternate 
Prime Minister and Defense Minister Benny Gantz on Thursday.

Jerusalem Post, August 8, 2020
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Just as tension is rapidly increasing in the north with Hezbollah – so it is in the south 
with Hamas. Al Jazeera had an article this week headed up “Beware of the looming 
chaos in the Middle East” . The article said “The economic, political and societal 
realities in the region are going from dire to horrendous, with no end in sight. They 
could spiral out of control towards a more violent and chaotic future with unforeseen 
international ramifications.” With Bible in hand events are not unforeseen but foreseen. 
For God in His mercy has told us in advance about the conflicts to come and the 
outcomes. He has done so, so that we are ready and prepared for Christ’s return…

Hamas threatens to end ceasefire with Israel                 
amid rising tensions

Indeed, the Sovereign Lord never does anything until he reveals his plans to his servants the 
prophets. The lion has roared— so who isn’t frightened? The Sovereign Lord has spoken— so 
who can refuse to proclaim his message? Announce this to the leaders of Philistia

(Amos 3:7-9 NLT) 



Associated Press, August 7, 2020
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On August 6, 1945, the American bomber Enola Gay dropped a five-ton bomb over the 
Japanese city of Hiroshima. A blast equivalent to the power of 15,000 tons of TNT 
reduced four square miles of the city to ruins and immediately killed 80,000 people.
Almost exactly 75 years later the world has witnessed another huge explosion. 
Nothing compared to the nuclear bomb but devastating none the less. It is a warning 
of what is to come. And yet in the very same week Russia has said it will view any 
incoming missile as presumed to be nuclear and will respond in kind. It is utterly 
beyond comprehension that mankind having seen what these weapons can do could 
even consider using them again. But the Bible indicates that the nations will….

Russia warns it will see any incoming missile as 
nuclear

And this shall be the plague wherewith the LORD will smite all the people that have fought against 
Jerusalem; Their flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall 
consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth. It is possible 
this is speaking of the effects of nuclear war… (Zechariah 14:12)

Russia will perceive any ballistic missile launched at its territory as a nuclear attack that 
warrants a nuclear retaliation, the military warned in an article published Friday. The 
harsh warning in the official military newspaper Krasnaya Zvezda (Red Star) is directed 
at the United States, which has worked to develop long-range non-nuclear weapons. The 
article follows the publication in June of Russia’s nuclear deterrent policy that envisages 
the use of atomic weapons in response to what could be a conventional strike targeting 
the nation’s critical government and military infrastructure. In the Krasnaya Zvezda 
article, senior officers of the Russian military’s General Staff, Maj.-Gen. Andrei Sterlin 
and Col. Alexander Khryapin, noted that there will be no way to determine if an incoming 
ballistic missile is fitted with a nuclear or a conventional warhead, and so the military will 
see it as a nuclear attack.



ADDITIONAL AND SUPPORTING ARTICLES

Giant sinkholes appear as wildfires rage near Siberia - CNN Video

Why does the US have 800 military bases around the world - Vox YouTube Video

Why locusts are descending on East Africa - Vox YouTube Video

2020-08-06 DebkaFile (world events through the bi-focals of Israeli military intelligence)

https://7c49dbf9-ee34-4aab-b804-d1b7950cf9fa.usrfiles.com/ugd/7c49db_11d986abd7374d038b4adaae5fc3b571.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqrrUNUV6c8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gU8rQWh_qtc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=21&v=Vo61TiAGwhk&feature=emb_logo



